No. V
WITH THE  SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
[August 30, 1879.]
HE is clever, I am told, and being clever he has to be rather morose in manner and careless in dress, or people might forget that he was clever. He has always been clever. He was the clever man of his year. He was so clever when he first came out that he could never learn to ride, or speak the language, and had to be translated to the Provincial Secretariat But though he could never speak an intelligible sentence in the language, he had such a practical and useful knowledge of it, in half-a-dozen of its dialects, that he could pass examinations in it with the highest credit, netting immense rewards. He thus became not only more and more clever, but more and more solvent; until he was an object of wonder to his contemporaries, of admiration to the Lieutenant-Governor, and of desire to several BurraMem Sahibs * with daughters. It was about this time that he is supposed to have written an article published in some English periodical. It was said to be an article
* Lit. Great Ladies, i.e. Wives of Heads of Departments.